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June, and August of every year the monarch regularly embarked
on his inspection journeys through the provinces his secretaries
and correspondence accompanied him Any official who addressed
himself to the King could expect an immediate answer. He could
even calculate, according to his distance from the royal residence
and the time required by the post, the very day when he was to
receive his answer. If he did not receive his answer then none
would be forthcoming at all.1
Only a man of extraordinary method, dispatch, and industry
could have kept pace with all this mass of business and executed
it efficiently. The system was certain to break down or to
become torpid and inefficient under one or other of his suc-
cessors. Nor did it work really well even under the great
Frederick. In some respects it made for delay in business,
in others for over-haste. Mirabeau, after his visit to Prussia,
criticized " the mania of expediting the whole affairs of a
kingdom in one hour and a half.'3 2 The extreme centralization
killed initiative in the officials; and it led to a good deal of
hypocrisy, cringing, and deceit on their part, for they found
that business went forward best when they reported things that
the Kong liked and suppressed the rest. " Of all the kings in
Europe," wrote Mirabeau, " he was the most deceived.03
Indeed, some suppression was inevitable. If everything had
gone to the King delays would have become intolerable; for
in those days it took as long for a letter to go from Konigsberg
to Berlin as it does now from London to New York—five
days. The King was not always at Berlin. Correspondence
might have to follow his carriage to Qeves in the extreme west,
or to Ansbach in the extreme south. In the last fifteen years of
his reign Frederick tended to rely more on single Ministers
than on boards, but he never permitted his Ministers any real
power of initiative or responsibility.
The fashion or movement for public service and for enlighten-
ment among monarchs was not confined to the great states.
1 W. L. Dorn, op. cit.t pp. 412-413.
1 Mirabeau, The Secret History of the Court of Prussia, vol. i, p. in.
3 Ibid., vol. i, p. in.

